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By George H. Lowery, Jr. 

Seven years have elapsed since the publication of the first and only 
slcmatic list of the mammals occurring in the State of Louisiana.^ During 
at time several thousand specimens of Louisiana mammals have been 
yded to the collections of the Louisiana State University Museum of 
Zoology. Many of these specimens came from parts of tlie State not 
pvertHl in the preliminary survey; so in numerous cases the material now 
It hand provides a much "more -accurate picture of the distribution of the 
naimnals of the State. 

I In order to determine many of the subspecies represented in the old 
naterial as well as the new, a partial revision of several taxonomic groups 
Lis been necessary, particularly with respect to the races. occupying the 
Sulf Coast and Lower Mississippi Valley region. This has resulted in 
i few alterations in nomenclature and in the naming of several new 
aces, four of which are herein described as new.^ A revision of the 
uthern races of Sciurus niger has already been published in collaboration 
ith W. B. Davis, of the Agricultural and Mechanical College of Texas, 
arious other taxonomic studies have been published by Davis and by E. 

. Goldman which have effected additions and changes in the nomen- 
iature of the mammals inhabiting Louisiana. Collectively, the recent re- 
fisionary studies alone have rendered obsolete the initial check-list of 

- 1 George H. Lowery, Jr., "A Preliminary Report on the Distribution of the 
Mammals of Louisiana," Pror. La. Acad, of Sci., 3, 1936: 11-39. 

; * Geographical races of Blarina brevicauda, Myotis austroriparius, Procyon lotor, 
nd Tamias striatm. 
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Louisiana mammals. Several other species in this general region: 
badly in need of critical study and possible revision, but as yet we do 
have sufficient material on hand to complete such studies. 

Field work during the past seven years has resulted not only in the col 
tion of additional specimens of species and subspecies for which there| 
few previous records, but also has produced several forms not hitb 
known to occur within the State. In this respect, the work of Hot 
Hays in the Natchitoches Parish region, in the interest of the Loui^ 
State University Museum, was outstanding. In the process of assemb| 
approximately 300 beautifully prepared specimens from that previo 
neglected area, he added two species and two subspeaes to the Sf 
list. His notes® on the relative abundance of species encountered by 
have been useful in preparing statements concerning the status of cert' 
forms in northwestern Louisiana. Furthermore, his collections have suppl 
the Louisiana State University Museum with many excellent series^ 
specimens which have been extremely valuable for comparison in 6 
studies. 

In preparing the first list, no attempt was made to include the ma 
species occurring in waters adjacent to Louisiana. This omission was n( 
sitated by the lack of sufficient data and specimens at that time. 
Louisiana State University Museum has since obtained a number of ski 
and skeletal parts of marine mammals, and these have served as a b' 
for positive identification of certain species. 

Whereas the first list included only sixty-one species and subspecies, 
total number of forms known definitely to occur or to have occurret^ 
relatively recent times in Louisiana and adjacent waters now rfand^ 
seventy-nine. Four of these forms are marine, nine have been introdui 
accidentally or otherwise into the State, and sixty-six are native land m 
mals. One of the latter (the Bison) is now extinct in Louisiana. The ( 
mistle (Bassariscus astutus), which was included in the initial list, is hi 
with removed for reasons stated on page 231. 

I am greatly indebted to a large number of individuals and institoti 
for help in many ways. Stanley C. Arthur, W. H. Burt, Edward Bud^. 
B. Chase, W. B. Davis, Revert Glenk, James Nelson Gowanloch,.H,H 

Horace A. Hays, "The Mammals of Natchitoches Parish [Louisiana]; 
thesis submited to the Graduate Faculty of Louisiana State University in 
fulfillment of the requirements for the Degree of Master of Science, 1941. L. 
on file in Louisiana State University Library. ' 
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n, David H. Johnson, E. A. Goldman, E. Raymond Hall, Donald M, 
field. Remington Kellogg, W. H. Osgood, E. A. Mcllhenny, Gerrit S. 
ller, Ernst Schwar 2 , H. B. Sherman, R. A. Steinmayer, Percy Viosca, 
late Philip N. Moulthrop, and the late Arthur H. Howell, have been 
ecially helpful on various taxonomic problems, in furnishing data, and 
the lending of specimens in their care. The Chicago Academy of Sci- 
fces, Cleveland Museum of Natural History, Field Museum of Natural 
story. Fish and Wildlife Service, Texas Cooperative Wildlife Collection, 
Jniversity of Michigan Museum of Zoology, and the United States Na- 
onal Museum have sent me much comparative material on loan. Special 
jmowledgements are due to many of my former students in Mammalogy 
^.the Louisiana State University who have assisted in the preparation of 
ijecimens and who have followed with keen interest the taxonomic work 
many of the groups studied. Their counsel has been stimulating and of 
Igasiderable practical value. In this regard, Austin W. Burdick, Thomas 
ft HoweE, M. G. Greig, Ted O’Neil, Sam M. Ray, Robert Tucker, and 
E. Wallace, deserve mention by name. 

sjviThe sequence of the species of mammals follows that proposed by 
lliller.* Capitalixed color names are after Ridgway.® Measurements, unless 
|therwise stated, are in millimeters. Common names are given only for 
uli species. Where two or more geographical races of one species occut 
yithin the State, the same common name'is used for each. Abbreviations 
bOowiog localities from which specimens are listed refer to the institution 
n, which those specimens are deposited, as follows: 

.American Museum of Natural History 

SP.Academy of Natural Sciences at Philadelphia 

.Biological Surveys Collection of Fish and Wildlife Service 

;.Chicago Academy of Sciences 

.Field Museum of Natural History 

I.Louisiana State University Museum of Zoology 

.. Museum of Comparative Zoology at Harvard 

.Tulane University Museum 

M.United States National Museum 


G. S. Miller, "List of North American Recent Mammals 1923," U. S. Nat. Mus. 
.iI28, 1924: 1-673. 

'^c^jert Ridgway, Color Standards and Color Nomenclature. (Washington, 
p.; 1912). 
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LIST OF SPECIES 
Family Didelphiidae 

DIDELPHIS VIRGIPJIANA VIRGINIANA KeRR 

Virginia Opossum 

The Opossum is abundantly represented and widely distributed throQ^. 
out the State. There is considerable uncertainty regarding the feasibility of 
recognizing two races of Dtdelphis virginiana in Louisiana. Specimens ex¬ 
amined from Monroe, Tallulah and Ruston, in northern Louisiana, are 
grayer (less black) than specimens from the remaining parts of the State 
and, for this reason, are referred provisionally to the nominate race. 

DiDELPHIS virginiana PIGRA BaNGS 
Virginia Opossum 

Forty-one specimens (LSU) examined from Livingston, Tangipahoa, 
Washington, East Feliciana, West Feliciana, East Baton Rouge, Pointe 
Coupee, Cameron, Calcasieu, and Natchitoches parishes arc considerably 
blacker than extreme northern Louisiana specimens and therefore, for 
the time being, are referred to pigra. 

Marmosa alstoni (Allen) 

Alston Opossum 

An adult male specimen of this Central American species was trapped 
by Allan G. Watkins in a marsh near New Orleans on October 15, 1935 . 
The specimen was identified by E. A. Goldman and is now in the Louisi¬ 
ana State University Museum. The animal was without question acci¬ 
dentally introduced into Louisiana, possibly on a fruit boat. Additional 
examples of this species, as well as other tropical mammals, may be 
expected to make their appearance in the State from time to time. 

Family Talpidae 

SCALOPUS AQVATICUS HOWELL! JacKSON 

Common Mole 

This race of mole is confined in Louisiana to the Florida Parishes,® A 
series (LSU) examined from Baton Rouge is intermediate between 
pulcher and hou/elli but closer to the latter. Six adult males from Baton 

® The Florida Parishes of Louisiana are those parishes lying east of the Ifissis- 
sippi River and north of Lakes Maurepas and Pontchartrain. 
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gazeteer of localities shown in figure 1 


Parishes 

Acadia . 


Allen . 

Ascension . 

Assumption . 

.D-9 

....J-ll 
....1-12 
.G-8 

Beauregard . 

.G-9 

Bienville . 


Bossier . 


Caddo . 

.A-3 

Calcasieu . 


Caldwell .. 

.F-4 

Cameron . 


Catahoula . 

.G-6 

Claiborne . 


Concordia . 


De Soto . 

.A-4 

Evangeline . 

.E-9 

E. Baton Rouge..I-lll 

E. Carroll . 

.1-2 

E- Feliciana ... 

.1-8 

Franklin . 

.Q-4 

Grant . 

.B-6 

Iberia . 

....G-10 

Iberville . 

...H-IO 



JeEeraon . 

„,.L-13 

Jeff, Davis . 

...D-10 

Lafayette . 

....P-11 

Lafourche . 

.,.K-13 

LaSalle . 

.P-6 

Lincoln . 

.B-2 

Livingston .. 

.J-10 


.i-a 

Morehouse . 

.G-2 

Natchitoches .... 

.C-6 


...M-11 

Ouachita . 

.P-3 

Flaqueminss ... 


Polnte Coupee , 

.H-9 

Rapides . 

.E.7 

Red River . 

.C-4 


.G-3 

Sabine . 

.B-6 

8t, Bernard ..... 

„..K-12 

St, Charles . 

,...K-12 

St. Helena. 

.K-8 

St. James . 

.J-ll 

St. John . 

....K-11 

St. Landry . 

.G-9 

St. Martin . 

....G-10 


....H-12 

St. Tammany 

.L-9 

Tangipahoa .... 

.K-9 

Tensas . 

.1-4 

Terrebonne . 

.J-13 


.E-1 

Vermilion . 

.F-12 



Washington . 

.L-8 

Webster . 

.C-2 

W. Baton Rouge..1-10 

W. Carroll . 

.H-1 

W. Feliciana .. 

.H-8 


.E-4 

Towns 


Abbeville . 

.F-12 

Alexandria . 

.E-7 



Anacoco . 

.B-7 


Ashland .C-4 

Avery Island .G-12 

Baines .H-8 

Basile .E-10 

Bastrop .G-2 

Baton Rouge .I-IO 

Bayou Lafourche L-14 

Belair .M-12 

Belcher .A-2 

Bellwood .C-6 

Bienville .D-4 

Bogalusa .M-8 

Breton Island ... 0-13 

Brush Island .0-11 

Bryceland .D-3 

Burbrldge .M-IS 

Burtville .I-lO 

Cameron .C-12 

CartvUle .E-10 

Chenier au Tigre F-13 

Chipola .J-8 

Cinclare .H-10 

Clarks .F-4 

Clinton .1-8 

Colfax .D-6 

Columbia .P-4 i 

Comite . 1-9 

Corner .H-8 

Covington . L-9 

Cow Bayou .A-11 

Cravens .D-8 

Crowley .P-11 

Cypress .C-8 

Denham Springs J-10 
Donaldsonvllle ....J-11 

Edgerley .B-11 

Egan .E-10 

Bnon .L-9 

Blton .D-10 

Brwinville .H-10 

Panny .M-12 

Plshvllle .P-0 

Flora .C-6 

Floyd .H-2 

■ Poster .H-12 

I Franklin .H-12 

Oed .B-11 

Gibson .J-12 

Golden Meadow ..L-13 

Qrangervllle .J-9 

Grand Chenier ..D-12 
Grand Coteau .,..P-10 

Grand Isle .M-14 

Grand Terre Id. M-14 

Greensburg .J-9 

Gretna .L-12 

Hackberry .B-11 

Hackley .L-8 

Hammond ..K-9 

Haughton .B-2 

Holden .J-9 

Hutton .C-7 

Houma .J-13 

Independence .K-9 

Indian Lake .H-4 

Indian Mound .1-9 

Indian Village ....H-10 

Iowa . C-10 

Isle Derniere .J-15 

Jena .F-6 

Johnson’s Bayou B-12 

Joncsvillc .G-6 

Keithville .A-3 

Kisatchie .C-6 

Kleinpeter .J-iO 


Lafayette .F-11 

Lakeland .H-9 

Lake Arthur .E-11 

Lake Borgne .M-11 

Lake Charles .C-11 

Lake Maurepas..K-ll 
Lake Pontchar- 

train .L-11 

Lecompte .E-8 

Leesville . C-8 

Leeville .L-.li 

Lindsay .1-9 

Lobdell .H-10 

Lottie .G-10 

Lotus .C-6 

Lowry .D-11 

Madlsonvllle .L-10 

Mandevlllo .L-10 

Mansfield .A-4 

Marsh Island ..,.Q-13 

Many .B-6 

Mermontau .E-11 

Mer Rouge .G-2 

Monroe .P-S 

Mora .D-7 

Morgan City .1-13 

Natchitoches .C-6 

j New Iberia .G-12 

New Orleans .L-11 

Nott .L-10 

Oakdale .B-9 

Oak Grove .H-1 

Oberlln ..D-9 

Pass a L'Outre ..0-14 

Pecan Island .E-12 

Pelican Island ..M-14 

Perry .F-12 

Pllottown .0-14 

PInevllle .E-7 

Plaquemlne .I-IO 

Ponchatoula .K-10 

Port Allen .I-IO 

Port Eads .0-15 

Provencal .C-6 

Pt. aux Loups 

Springs .E-10 

Rayne .P-lO 

Robeline .C-5 

Ruston .D-3 

Sabine Refuge ....B-11 

Sarepta .B-2 

Selma .B-6 

Shongaloo .C-1 

Shreveport .A-3 

Sicily Island .H-5 

Simpson .C-7 

St. Francisvllle.H-9 

St. Joseph .1-5 

St. Tammany ....M-10 

Swartz .G-2 

Tallulah .1-3 

Tangipahoa .K-8 

Tlmballer Island K-15 

Toca .M-12 

Toomey .B-11 

Tunica .H-8 

University 

(Baton Rouge) I-IO 

Varnado .M-8 

Vidalla .H-6 

Vinton .B-11 

Vowell's Mill .C-6 

Waverly .H-3 

W. Monroe .F-3 
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measure as follows: total length, 148.3 mm. (142.7*165.0) ; tail, 
;19.0-26.5) ; hind foot, 18.2 (17.3-20.0) ; greatest length of skull, 
(33.2-35.8); mastoidal width, 17.9 (17.2-18.4) ; interorbital 

7.8 (7.4-8.1) ; palatal length, 14.7 (14.2-15.6). 

SCALOPUS AQUATICUS PULCHER JaCKSON 

Common Mole 

tmole occupies apparently all of Louisiana west of the Mississippi 
Specimens have been collected at Columbia^ (FM), Clarks, Grand 
Avery Island, Mer Rouge, Natchitoches, Shreveport (BS), Bien- 
uston, Monroe, Basile, Shongaloo, Lafayette, Vowell’s Mill, Proven- 
i Kisatchie (LSU). Six adult males from Natchitoches Parish 
I as follows: total length, 164.7 mm. (152-180) ; tail, 26.3 
|; hind foot, 21.3 (19-23); greatest length of skull, 35.5 
^6.8); mastoidal width, 18.6 (17.8-18.9) ; interorbital breadth, 7.8 
9 ); palatal length, 15.6 (15.0-16.2). 




; Family Soricidae 

Cryptotis parva parva (Say) 

Little Shrew 

.species is apparently quite common and well distributed through- 
e State, Specimens have been collected at Baton Rouge, Clarks, Mon¬ 
certainty surrounds the exact location of the ''Columbia” referred to through- 
|.. paper. Edmund Heller collected mammals there for the Field Museum 
e early part of 1908. The larger town by that name is located in Caldwell 
_ central-northern Louisiana. A smaller town by that name is also located 
hn the Baptist Parish, not far from the City of New Orleans. In my first 
ia the mammals of the State, I considered the latter place to be Heller’s 
ia.” This opinion resulted from correspondence with Heller in which he 
me that he did not recall having collected in northern Louisiana. However, 
"northern Louisiana” may have implied the northern tier of parishes. 
iDf. Karl Schmidt studied the records in the Field Museum, including 
field catalogue, and advised me that the evidence is definitely in favor of 
well Parish town by that name. Caldwell Parish is not mentioned specifi- 
Lame, but correspondence on file in the Field Museum reveals that C. B. 
;Heller to Louisiana, instructing him on two occasions to visit and collect 
eastern Louisiana. The Columbia in Caldwell Parish corresponds fairly 
e execution of such instructions. Of the specimens collected by Heller at 
ify, only Peromyscus nuttalli is significant. Heller took four specimens 
re mouse which he labeled “Columbia.” I would be much more inclined 
the occurrence of this species in the well-drained woodlands of Caldwell 
an in the low, swampy areas of St. John the Baptist Parish. 
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roe, Ruston, Provencal, Lake Charles, Lowry (LSU), Mermentau, Colum 
bia, Hackley (FM), and Belcher (BS). 

Blarina brevicauda minima new subspecies 
Short-tailed Shrew 

Type. —^Male, adult, skin and skull; number 2196, Louisiana State Uni 
yersity Museum of Zoology; Coraite River, 13 mi. NE Baton Rouge, 
Baton Rouge Parish, Louisiana; collected December 28, 1942, by Ira 
George and prepared by Thomas R. Howell; original number TRH 4. 

Dtstribuiion. —Extreme Lower Mississippi River Valley and central Gii| 
Coast region. 'j 

Diagnosis. —The smallest of the described races of Blarina brevicau. 
excepting, possibly, B. b. plumbea which may later prove to be a sped 
entity; total body length averaging less than 90 mm.; color and cranl 
characters similar to B. b. carolinensis, but differing slightly in mini 
details. 


f 
h 




S-". 


Comparisons. —This diminutive race of the Short-tailed Shrew requ 
close comparison only with B. b. carolinensis^ from which it differs by 
of its much smaller body size. The skull closely resembles carolinensis 
that the fifth unicuspid is extremely small. In the specimens examined, thi 
skull of minima is perceptibly deeper at M*, and the teeth, even in cases d 
excessive wear, are decidedly more chestnut than in specimens of typi 
carolinensis. Although of approximately the same body size as B. 
plumbea,'^ minima is apparently clearly differentiated by its much dark 
(less plumbeous) coloration and by pronounced cranial characters.^ B. 
minima differs so radically from all other described races of the Short-tai^ 
Shrew that no detailed comparisons are necessary.^^ 

Measurements. —Type: total length, 82; tail, 17.5; hind foot, 11 
greatest length of skull, 19 . 3 ; cranial breadth, 10.1; interorbital br 
5.4; palatal length, 8,3; post palatal length, 8.3; maxillary breadth 
P, 3.2. Body measurements of series of seventeen adults from Loi 

^Blarina brevicauda carolinensis (Bachman), Jour. Acad.'Nat. Sci. Phila., 7, 

2, 1837: 366. 

^Blarina brevicauda plumbea Davis, Jour. Mamm., 22, 1941: 317-318. 

W. B. Davis has kindly compared Louisiana specimens of minima with the 
and paratype of plumbea. 

For a synopsis of the races of Blarina brevicauda, cf. Bole and Moul 
Sclent. Pub. Cleveland Mus. N‘at. Hist., 5, No. 6, 1942: 99-133. 
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89.8 (81-95); 18.0 (16-21); 11.7 (11.0-12.5)Cranial measure¬ 
ments of eleven Louisiana specimens (in the order given for the type) are: 
l;9.3 (18.9-19.4) ; 9-9 (9.5-10.2) ; 5.2 (5.0-5.4) ; 8.1 (7.7-8.3) ; 8.3 
|8.0-8.5) ; 3.1 (2.9-3.2). 

'Remarks. —Louisiana specimens of this species average so much smaller 
m body size than topotypical and near topotypical examples of B. b. caro- 
0tensis that they merit nomenclatural recognition. Six specimens from 
Washington, Mississippi, a locality in the central northwestern part of that 
ptate, include a female in which the total length is recorded as 103 mm. 
|i1he remaining five specimens measure 89, 90, 91, 90, and 96, respectively, 
^us indicating that the population sample as a whole is closest to minima. 

t^^Jpecimens examined. —Total number, 33, as follows: 

^Louisiana. East Baton Rouge Parish: Baton Rouge, 6; Comite River, 
mi NE Baton Rouge (the type), 1. Caldwell Parish'. Columbia, 9, 
^^ashington Parish-. Hackley, 1. Lincoln Parish: Ruston, 1. Ouachita Par- 
Monroe, 2. Calcasieu Parish: Lake Charles, 1. Natchitoches Parish: 
^atchitoches, 2. De Soto Parish: Mansfield, 1. 

|;,^ssissiPPi. Bolivar County: Rosedale, 1; unspecified, 1. Harrison Coun- 
Biloxi, 1. Washington County: Washington, 6, 


Family Vespertilionidae 
Myotis AUSTRORiPARius GATESi new subspecics 
Southeastern Bat 

- type.—Male, adult, skin and skull; number 2074, Louisiana State Uni- 
ity Museum of Zoology; University Campus near Baton Rouge, East 
ton Rouge Parish, Louisiana; collected November 12, 1941, by Roland 
ibegg and prepared by George H. Lowery, Jr,; original number, GHL 
4. 

Distribution. —Known only from five specimens from two localities in 


'•'IM 


•:d*'nie average measurements of fifteen males from iocalities in South Carolina, 
. and Alabama (Kellogg, Proc. U. S. Nat. Mus., 86, 1939: 253) are as 
bws: total length, 97.7 (94-110); tail, 18.8 (15-21); hind foot, 12 (11-13).. 

females from the same states measure as follows; 95 (86-103); tail, 19.9 
-25); hind foot, 12 (11-13). Four South Carolina skulls measured by me' 
as follows: greatest length of skull. 19.4 (19.4-19.5) ; cranial breadth, 10.2- 
O-lO.-y); interorbitel breadth, 5.4 (5.2-5.5); palatal length, 8.2 (8.1-8.5); post 
tal length, 8.5 (8.4-8.6); maxillary breadth across F, 3.1 (3,0-3,2). 
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Occ. Pa} 


Diagnosis. —A medium-sized bat with extremely rich brownish up|% 
parts (Amber Brown to Cinnamon Brown) and yellowish buff to ferr^ 
ginous xmder parts; fur dense; hind foot strong; skull rather slender b|| 
with large, expanded brain case and distinct sagittal crest. | 

Comparisons. —Similar to Myotis austroriparius aastroripanh 
(Rhoads),but differing in the distinctly richer coloration of the pela^ 
above and below, and in the shorter length of the bones of the wing, pa| 
ticularly the third metacarpal. -f 

Measurements and Specimens examined —See Table 1. 

Remarks. —Only just recently, after completing the most careful st 
of the five known examples of this form, along with practically all of m 
specimens of M. a. austroriparius extant in the various museum collectio| 
(eighty-three from localities in Florida), did 1 finally arrive at the dedsi; 
to consider gatesi subspecifically related to austroriparius, and not a specl 
entity. In preparing the initial draft of this description, gatesi was propo| 
as a full species, but at that time only twelve examples of austroripa 
were available to me. Since then, through the kindness of H. B. Sherr 
I have been permitted to study his excellent series of sixty-five specimer 
the Florida form. Four additional specimens of austroriparius were 
tained from the University of Michigan Museum of Zoology and two fr| 
the Field Museum of Natural History, thus bringing together practic^ 
all of the specimens of Myotis austroriparius extant. This excellent 
demonstrates probably the maximum variation in that form and poin^ 
a somewhat closer relationship with the Louisiana bat than was eviden| 
first. The two ate quite dissimilar in color, gatesi being a rich brown 
and yellowish below (in one specimen, between Ferruginous and Gnna^ 
Rufous), whereas, the upper parts in austroriparius are between a 
brown and fuscous, and the under parts are gray. In gatesi, the third 
carpal is decidedly shorter than the same bone in austroriparius, the d^ 
ence being absolute and not bridged by the variation in the sixty-five s^ 
mens of the latter form measured in the present connection. 

Notwithstanding the fact that striking color differences and the Ic 
of the wing bones are recognized as useful criteria in separating speck 
bats, I have been unable to detect a single constant skull character 
guishing gatesi from austroriparius. As the two forms lack trenchant 


Myotis austroriparius austroriparius (Rhoads), Proc. Acad. Nat. Sd. El 
1897, pt. 2, p. 227. Type locality: Tarpon Springs, Pinellas County, Flpric 
Miller and Allen, “The American Bats of the Genera Myotis and Pizonyx." 
Nat. Mus. Bui. 144, 1928; 76-80. 
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iiifferences, I believe now that they are best considered geographical repre- 
; 5 entatives of the same species. 

Divide of the Florida Peninsula, Myotis austroripartus has been pre- 
rviously recorded only from Mitchell, Indiana.^^ Comparison of the four 
^kins and five skulls from this interesting locality with both gatesi and 
stroriparius reveals that the Indiana population is slightly different from 
^fioth forms, and probably worthy of nomenclatural recognition. Unfortu- 
fjjately, I am not convinced that these specimens do not show some signs of 
^fading and “museum age.” In color they resemble somewhat the Provencal, 
^Louisiana, specimen of gatesi but are paler and lack the rather golden 
'tinge evident in dae latter. The skulls of the Indiana specimens average 
slightly larger than gatesi; the third metacarpal is the same length as in 
austroriparius, on which basis alone I would hesitate referring them to 
'gatesi. Until additional material from the Upper Mississippi River Valley 
Its made available, the status of the Mitchell, Indiana, specimens had best 
remain an open question. Any other action would be arbitrary and provi¬ 
sional. 

There is practically no information available regarding the life history 
and relative abundance of this bat. The genus Myotis itself is herewith 
being recorded from Louisiana for the first time. The credit for obtaining 
die first specimen goes to Horace A. Hays of Provencal, Louisiana, who 
procured a single adult male at his home on November 23, 1939, when it 
flew through an open window at night. The skull was badly crushed and 
rlater the skin was partially damaged by insects before it reached the Lou¬ 
isiana State University Museum. Although classified as a member of the 
genus Myotis, not until a year later when another specimen was obtained 
bat BiUion Rouge was it evident that an undescribed form was involved. The 
;!first two specimens were then forwarded to Gerrit S. Miller who found 
itiothing exactly comparable to them in the U. S. National Museum. Even 
though four years have elapsed during which time every possible effort 
has been made to obtain a considerable series, only five specimens are now 
extant, all of which have been obtained in the most fortuitous manner. 

• single specimen in the British Museum of Natural History reputedly taken 
in Ginada is generally regarded as erroneous. Also B. P. Bole, Jr., recently recorded 
(four, of Mamm. 24, 1943: 403) austroriparius from Indian Cave, Grainger 
CCounty, Tennessee, based on a skin and skull found in a series of Myotis grisescens 
■'io the Cleveland Museum of Natural History. Through the courtesy of H. C, 
Oberholser, I have been permitted to examine this specimen and am able to assert 
definitely that Bole was in error in calling it Myotis austroriparius. The specimen in 
on proves to be an example of Myotis ludfugus. 
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For instance, I found the second specimen, the one which actually 
lished the distinctness of the form, clinging to the wall of the hallway ji 
outside the entrance to the Museum! The others were found by Austi 
Burdick, Sam M. Ray, and Roland Abegg, students in Mammalogy at rile 
Louisiana State University, and in each instance the bats were alone ani 
in hallways of buildings on the University campus. Since Louisiana ladS^ 
caves, bats must either be shot on the wing or be found in hollow tr^3 
or buildings. 

, This interesting bat is named for Professor William H. Gates of rii|| 
Louisiana State University whose interest in mammals, particularly bad 
is well known and who is largely responsible for the establishment of thdf 
Louisiana State University Museum of Zoology. 

PlPlSTRELLUS SUBFLAVUS SUBFLAVUS (F. CuVlER) 

Eastern Pipistrelle 
Like most Louisiana bats, only a comparatively few specimens of thiia 
species have been collected, although it is apparently not uncommoo^ 
in certain sections of the State. The species has been taken at Batoq;^ 
Rouge, Ruston, Provencal, Vowell’s Mill, Fishville (LSU), Houma, Meil 
Rouge (BS), and St. Tammany (AM). 

Eptesicus fuscus fuscus (Beavvois) 

Big Brown Bat 

This is an uncommon species which may occur principally as a winter'-; 
visitor. Specimens have been taken during January, February, April and^J 
October at Provencal, Vowell's Mill and Ruston in northern Louisiana,’^ 
and during May at Hammond, in southeastern Louisiana (LSU). Hiel. 
specimens from the latter place were taken from a small colony of eleven fe-J 
males studied during April and May, 1936, by W. H. Gates^^ Since all of^ 
the bats gave birth to young during the period of observation, we are fur- 
nished with at least one definite breeding record for the species in the State, 
Additional examples have been collected at New Orleans, Mer Rouge (BS), f 
and Columbia (FM). 

Lasiurus borealis borealis (Muller) 

Red Bat 

The Red Bat is apparently quite common and well distributed through: | 
out the State. Specimens have been collected at Baton Rouge, Ruston, 


p^ville, Vowell’s Mill, Provencal, Lake Charles, Oakdale (LSU), Alex- 
idria, Lafayette, New Orleans, Pineville, Shreveport (BS), St Tammany 
I^M), Grand Coteau (USNM), and Columbia (FM). 

Lasiurus seminolus (Rhoads) 

Mahogany Bat 

1^' 'The Mahogany Bat is common in southern Louisiana, but apparently 
ifafher rare in the northern part of the State, Specimens have been collected 
pit'Blind River in St. James Parish, Baton Rouge, Grand Isle, Kisatchie and 
^Vowell’s Mill (LSU), Madisonville, Mandeville, New Orleans, and in 
i:^est Baton Rouge Parish (BS). The possibility still exists that L. semi- 
Wnolus is nothing more than a color phase of L. b. borealis. The two are 
|‘;'idenlical in all respects except pelage color, which in the case of borealis is 
brick red; whereas in seminolus the color is mahogany. As to color pattern, 
I’the two agree in even minute details. Both forms are known to occur to- 
l^gether in certain Louisiana localities. No intermediates have been found, 
1''^ suckling young of both forms examined at Baton Rouge resembled the 
|iparents in color. 

Lasiurus cinereus (Beauvois) 

Hoary Bat 

There are only two Louisiana records for this species: an alcoholic speci- 
s.men in the Biological Surveys Collection taken by R. J. Thompson at Pine- 
|•'ville on May 27, 1892, and a male, skin and skull, in the Louisiana State 
IfUniversity Museum, taken by Horace A, Hays at Vowell’s Mill, in Natchi- 
|-•toches Parish, on January 22, 1940. 

Dasypterus floridanus Mii.ler 
Florida Yellow Bat 

The Yellow Bat has been recorded in Louisiana from four localities, 
all of which are in the south-central part of the State. The Louisiana State 
liUniverstty Museum has nineteen specimens from Baton Rouge and one 
Trom New Orleans. The Biological Surveys Collection contains two from 
Lafayette and two from Houma. Because of its large size and characteristic 
;:flight, the species is readily identified in the field. At Baton Rouge it is 
“one of the more common bats. Body and skull measurements of the speci¬ 
e-mens from Baton Rouge average larger than measurements given by 
Miller^’ for typical floridanus. Possibly when additional central Gulf 


Jour. Mamtn., 18, 1937: 97-98. 


Ptoc. Acad. Nat. Set., Philadelphia, 1902: 392. 
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Coast material becomes available, D. jloridanus may have to be redured toi 
a subspecies of D. intermedins (H. Allen). 

NyCTICEIUS HUMERALIS (RaFINESQUE) 

Rafinbsque Bat 

The Rafinesque Bat is common and apparently well distributed through-v 
out the State. Specimens have been examined from Provencal, Robeline. 
Ruston, Baton Rouge, Lake Charles, Monroe, Fishville (LSU), Met' 
Rouge, Pineville, and Tallulah (BS). 

CORYNORHINVS MACROTIS (LeCONTE) :. i, 

Leconte Big-bared Bat ; 

This species is apparently locally distributed in the State. Specimens^! 
have been collected at Baton Rouge, New Orleans, Waverly, Kisatchie,^ 
Ruston (LSU), Houma, Lobdell, and Tallulah (BS). At Baton Rouge the 
species has been found in buildings and in hollow trees. 

Family Molossidae 
Tadarida cynocephala (Leconte) 

Leconte Free-tailed Bat 

The Leconte Free-tailed Bat is without question the most common of ii 
the Louisiana bats, particularly in the larger towns. However, Hays 
able to secure only one record of its occurrence in Natchitoches Parish,.-^ 
that of ten individuals located in a colony of approximately 500 Rafinesqiie^W 
Bats in a church at Robeline. The apparent scarcity of the Free-tailed 
in Natchitoches Parish is surprising, for at Monroe, Ruston, Baton Rougeif 
and New Orleans, as well as other towns throughout the State, the species 
occurs in extremely large colonies. 

Family Ursidae 
Euarctos luteolus (Griffith) 

Louisiana Black Bear 

In former times bears ranged extensively over most of the Shite. How 
ever, at present they are restricted largely to the heavily timbered bottom;: 
lands of the Boeuf, Tensas, and Atchafalaya rivers of central and southern 
Louisiana. A few are killed each year in Madison, Richland, East Carroll' 
and surrounding parishes, where, according to J. J. Kuhn, well-known' 
guide and woodsman of that section, the species is still quite plentiful, 


;;iAlso E. A. Mclihenny informs me {in lift.) that bears are not uncommon 
linear Avery Island. The species is probably now extinct in the Florida Par- 
^sislies, unless, however, a few still remain in the Devil Swamp-Tunica Hills 
l^ectioQ. As late as July, 1931, two were seen in that general area, near 
|!3aines, but they may have come down from Mississippi and the Homo- 
Itchitta Swamp. In northwestern Louisiana, bears have been largely, if not 
>lly, extirpated for over forty years. One was reported killed near 
p^:Sarepta in 1898, and Horace A. Hays informs me of another killed at 
p&'satchie in 1900, which he believes was the last definitely encountered 
gia that area. The Biological Surveys collection contains specimens from 
I'Abbeville, Avery Island, Franklin, Indian Lake, Morgan City, Newellton, 
pMer Rouge, St. Joseph, Tallulah, Tensas Bayou, Delhi, and Waverly. 
pMaterial in the Louisiana State University Museum consists of two skulls 
pnly, both without specific locality. The so-called “Yellow Bear of Lou- 
"isiaiia refers probably to a color phase or to extremely worn and faded 
example.? of a brown phase, for generally speaking, Louisiana bears are 
^ black. 

Family Procyonidae 

Procyon lotor varws Nelson and Goldman 
Raccoon 

Specimens of this race have been examined from Baton Rouge, Plaque- 
^ine, Lafayette and Provencal (LSU). It occurs throughout the State, 
pbxcept in the southern tier of parishes where it is replaced by the following 
Jform. The less massive, rather narrow skull, and the extremely small 
piplariform teeth immediately distinguish it from megalodous, a race 
vhich is herein described from southern Louisiana. 

Procyon lotor megalodous new subsp^ecies 
r_ 'Lype.—U.zk, adult, skin and skull; number 2321, Louisiana State Uni¬ 
versity Museum- of Zoology; Marsh Island; Iberia Parish. Louisiana; col- 
^bctcd October 24, 1943, by Ted O’Neil and prepared by George H. Low- 
“|fy, Jr.; original number, GHL 1152. 

^-Distribution. —The coast region of southern Louisiana from St. Bernard 
arish, west to Cameron Parish. 

'Diagnosis. —A medium-sized Raccoon in which the pelage is strongly 
g^sed above with black and pale yellow. Skull massive and with ex- 

‘^Cf. C Hart Metham, "The Yellow Bear of Louisiana, Ursus luteolus Griffith,” 
Biol. Soc. Wash., 8, 1893: 147-151. 










Figure 3- Lower jaws of skulls shown in Figure 2 air^ged in the same order. 
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ttemely large molariform teeth, by which characters it is i 
distinguished from the two geographically adjacent races, P. 1. varius 
P. 1. fuscipes. ■ . . i: 

Comparisons .—In coat color, megalodous is nearest to P. 1. variusp^ B 
from which it is easily separable on the basis of its much more yellowf! 
(less grayish) suffusion above and by the greater concentration of b 
along the mid-dorsal line; ears, light areas of face, legs, flanks, and undrf 
parts decidedly yellowish rather than gray as in varius. Skull clearly diffet 
entiated from varius, as follows: molariform teeth much larger; fron^ 
"hump” distinctly higher and more pronounced; postorbital constrictio 
conspicuous. Compared with P. 1. fuscipes,megalodous is differentiated 
as follows:.coat color decidedly yellowish above and below (less gray),^! 
and with a much stronger suffusion of black; nape much more rufescen| 
than in fuscipes \ skull differing in detail, notably in the larger size of 
molariform teeth. 


Measurements (the type).—Total length. 804 mm.; tail, 262; hind foot 
128; ear, 60 . Also see Table 2 . 

Remarks .—This new race of Raccoon, which is an abundant inhabitant 
of the Louisiana coastal marshes, is so clearly separable from all other racial 
of Procyon lolor that it is surprising it has not been described until no#| 
Superficially, it resembles varius of northern and eastern Louisiana, Missis 
sippi and Alabama, but its much more yellowish pelage which is strongly^ 
suffused with black, and its massive skull and large molariform t 
clearly set it apart from that form. In coat color this new race bears no 
close similarity to P. 1. fuscipes of Texas, being distinctive as outlined 
above. However, the two agree with respect to certain cranial character^; 
In both the skull is massive, the frontal "hump” distinct, and the post! 
ocular constriction evident, but the dentition of megalodous is so decided 
heavier that skulls of the latter are separable from fuscipes without mu' 
difficulty. 

Three skins from Grand Terre Island are decidedly yellower than an 
thing else examined in the present connection. Tie dark mid-dorsal 
is restricted to a narrow but heavily concentrated band of dark brown ( 
black) ; hence the yellowish pelage of the sides and flanks is less suff 
with dark hairs than in other Raccoon specimens. The pelage of th 
specimens lacks any vestige of gray or black, the hairs being either yeli 
ish or brown. Although there is a definite tendency among marsh dwellifi 


m: 


''^Procyon lotor varius Nelson and Goldman, Jour. Mamm., II, 1930: 456-‘f$ 
Procyon lotor fuscipes Mearns, Proc, Biol. Soc. Wash., 27, 1914: 63-64. 
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pRMioxins to assume a decided xanphronistic appearance in late spring and 
Psummer, this condition is clearly associated with wear, stain, and fading, 
pThese latter factors are not at all evident in the Grand Terre Island speci- 
^jens, which are in fresh fall pelage. Whether this island population merits 
^^onomic recognition is dependent upon how constant the above noted 
l^haracters appear in additional material, which is not obtainable at present. 

|r Specimens examined. —Total number, 20 skins and 40 skulls, as follows: 

Louisiana. Cameron Parish: Rockefeller Refuge, 1 skin without skull; 
pWr Sabine Wildlife Refuge, 19 skulls. Calcasieu Parish: Lake Charles, 
skin with skull. Terrebonne Parish: TimbaJier Island, 1 skin with skull. 
Bernard Parish: Toca Village, 1 skin with skull; Belair,’ 9 skins and 
iO skulls, Plaquemines Parish: Delta Refuge below Pilottown, 3 skins 
:and 4 skulls. Jefferson Parish: Grand Terre Island, 3 skins with skulls and 
one miscellaneous skull. Iberia Parish: Marsh Island (skin with skull; 
^pe). 

[Family Ba.ssariscidae 

Bassariscus AsruTus (Lichtenstein) 

Cacomistle 

^ This species was admitted to the 1936 preliminary list on the basis 
t- of a report by the Louisiana Department of Conservation*^ which as- 
serted that occasional specimens were received in consignment ship¬ 
ments of furs from western Louisiana. In view of the uncertainty as to 

■ whether the skins actually came from Louisiana and not from eastern 
T^as, and tlie fact that no other corroborative evidence has been ob- 

■ tained, the species is herewith removed from the list of mammals defi- 
nitely known to occur within the borders of the State.] 

Family Mustelidae 

MuSTELA FRENATA ARTHUR! HaLL 
Long-tailed Weasel 

j:; This well-marked race of the Long-tailed Weasel is found abundantly 
m south-central Louisiana in Ascension, Assumption, Plaquemines, and the 
^^rounding parishes. Outside of this limited area, it is rare or absent. At 
aton Rouge, a locality on the periphery of the area just outlined, the 
es is quite rare and only eight specimens have been recorded in the last 
years. At Baines, in West Feliciana Parish, the species is even rarer. 

Fur Animals of Louisiana,” Dept, of Conservation, Bulletin 18, 1931 • 98-102 

i3o. 
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Table 3. Comparative Annual Takes of Certain Fur Animals in- 
Louisiana Between 1928 and 1942“ 


Season 

Muskrat 

Opossum 

Raccoon 

Mink 

Skunks 






Urepedlied 

1928-29.... 

5.105,374 

518,295 

153,914 

99,844 

38,940 

1929-30... . 

6,269,556 

- 309,363 

105,381 

69,680 

27.034 

1930-31.... 

4.068,114 

127.725 

52,065 

45,390 

11,487 

1931-32,... 

2.209,382 

197,712 

133,470 

127,245 

122.679 

1932-33_ 

2.150,915 

127,890 

87,674 

82,364 

52,349 

1933-34.... 

2.025,915 

123,540 

85,764 

81,463 

50,959 

1934-35.. . - 

2,125,720 

126,000 

83.467 

80,364 


'1935-36.... 

2,100,550 

125,830 

84,321 

82,465 

45,947 

1936-37_ 

2,200,520 

128,000 

86,500 

81,530 


1937-38.... 

3,110,540 

131,000 

87.300 

82.480 


1938-39,... 

no records 

no records 

no records 

no records 

no records 

1939-40.... 

6,432,025 

45.561 

71,419 

85,391 

4.ere 

1940-41.... 

5,781,342 

95,027 

162.853 

113,245 

13,964 

1941-42,.,, 

4,834,706 

108,609 

166.738 

151,766 

18.034 



Mustela frenata primuuna Jackson 
Long-tailed Weasel 

Weasels are apparently extremely rare in all sections of Louisiana except 
the limited area in the south-central part of the State where the rac^L| 
arthuri occurs. Suspecting that the weasel of infrequent occurrence M 
northern Louisiana might prove referable to another race, every effott- 
was made during the last fourteen years to secure one or more specimen^! 
Finally, on April 7, 1943, George H. Lowery, Sr. obtained for the Louisi 
ana State University Museum an adult male, skin and skull, at Swartz, itfi 
Ouachita Parish, a locality only thirty miles south of the Arkansas-Louisi 
ana state-line. This valuable specimen was immediately forwarded to E, 
Raymond Hall who identified it as an example of pritnuUna. This record 
extends materially the southern range of this race and narrows considerably 
one of the few hiatuses in Hall’s map showing the ranges of the subspecies; 
of Mustela frenata.^^ 

Mustela vison vulgivaga (Bangs) 

Mink 

The Mink ranges commonly throughout the State, but only in th 
southern part can it still be considered abundant. 

22 Furnished through courtesy of the Louisiana Department of G)nservalion 
These figures give only a very general idea of the relative abundance of the vario^ 
species. Cognizance must be taken of the various factors affecting annual catches 
of which the prevailing market price is one of the most important 

22 E. Raymond Hall, "Mustelid Mammals from the Pleistocene of North I 
with Systematic Notes on some Recent Members of the Genera Mustela, Taxidca 
Mephitis.” Carnegie Institute of iWashington Publications, No. 473, 1936: 41-1 
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LuTRA canadensis TEXENSIS GOLDMAN^^ 

River Otter 

The Otter no doubt at one time ranged over the entire State. Now the 
I'species is confined principally to the alluvial bottom lands of the central 
gpart of the State and to the coastal marshes. The Louisiana State University 
^Museum has a skin and two skulls from Belair, in Plaquemines Parish. 

. SPiLOGAlE INDIANOLA MeRRIAM 

K. Gulf Spotted Skunk 

The smaU Gulf Spotted Skunk is apparently confined to the extreme 
southern parfof the State, where, nevertheless, it is quite common. There 
? is no definite record of its occurrence north of Baton Rouge, but in the 
’sugarcane fields immediately south of that locality the species is not un¬ 
common. 

Mephitis mephitis elongata Bangs 
.. Striped Skunk 

This subspecies of the common Striped Skunk is confined in Louisiana 
tp the area Afct of the Mississippi River. Intergradation doubtless occurs 
between mesomelas and elongata somewhere in the western part of the 
iElorida Parishes, but at present this has not been demonstrated by actual 
'Specimens. Much additional material is needed before the exact range in 
j^uisiana of this and the following form can be given, 

Mephitis mephitis mesomelas Lichtenstein 
yl. Striped Skunk 

The race mesomelas occurs throughout Louisiana in the region not 
^kcupied by elongata. Specimens have been collected at Melville, Lake 
rcharles, Cameron, Monroe, Tallulah (LSU), Cartville (USNM and 
^MCZ), Pointe aux Loups Springs (MCZ), Abbeville, Calcasieu and 
Cameron Parishes (BS). 

Family Canidae 

VULPES FULVA (DeSMAREST) 

Red Fox 

The Red Fox is probably not a native of Louisiana. Occasional specimens 
ght or trapped in northern Louisiana are, without much doubt, the 

2*For the use of this name, see Goldman, Proc. Biol. Soc. Wash., 48, 1935: 184- 
5. Also cf. Hall, op. at., p. 16-11. 
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results of introductions made in that section. The species is reported 
occurring commonly in northern Mississippi,*® whence a few individui 
may wander into Louisiana. I have examined a skin of a Red Fox kill' 
near Monroe in 1937, and John S. Campbell verifies the fact that one 
captured at Bienville in 1933. J. J. Kuhn, who is regarded as one of: 
isiana’s finest guides and woodsmen, says that the species ocrars at Ta 
lulah. In 1925 the West Monroe Fox Hunters Association imported 
teen young Red Foxes from Missouri and released them in the pine h 
west of Monroe. However, this is only one of numerous introductions 
to have been made in northern Louisiana. j: 

Urocyon cinereoaroenteus PLORiDAi-ius Rhoads 
Gray Fox 

1^' 

The Gray Fox is fairly abundantly distributed throughout the wood 
uplands and pine flats of the State. Specimens have been examined fr 
Monroe, Provencal, St. Francisville, Bellwood, and Selma (LSU). 

CANIS NIGER GREGORYl GOLDMAN*® 

Southern Wolf , 

The Wolf now occurs principally in the alluvial swamps of northeaster 
Louisiana, although in former years it doubtless occurred over the great 
part of the State. The species is also of frequent occurrence in the Florij 
Parishes where sheep raisers report considerable depredation. Wheth 
these wolves, are referrable to gregoryi is uncertain. The Louisiana St^ 
University Museum has two topotypical skulls from Madison Parish afl 
a single skull from La Salle Parish. Specimens in the Biological Surv 
Collection were taken at Avery Island, Floyd, Mer Rouge, Tallulah, Indi 
Lake (23 mi. SW Tallulah), Vidalia and from Beauregard Parish. . 

Family Felidae £ 

Feus concolor coryi Bangs 
Cougar 

The Cougar is apparently now restricted almost entirely to the swaitf 
of northeastern and eastern Louisiana and the lower Atchafalaya 
bottoms. Hays states that reliable persons reported seeing two Con, 

25 Fannye A. Cook, "Game Aaimals of Mississippi,” Survey Bulletin Mssis. 
State Game and Fish Commission, 1943: 8, 12. 

26 For the use of the name Cams niger, cf., Francis Harper, Jour. Mamm. 

1942; 339. - ■ 


i 
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ling on a freshly killed pig on the highway between Robeline and 
Spanish Lake, in Natchitoches Parish, during the fall of 1939. If this 
>rd is authentic, it constitutes by far the most recent occurrence of the 
lecies in western Louisiana where generally the species has been nearly 
not' wholly extirpated. 

Lynx rufus floridanus (Rafinesque) 

Bobcat 

^ This subspecies of the Bobcat is fairly common throughout the alluvial 
li^amps of eastern, southern, .and southeastern Louisiana. Specimens have 
Ifieen collected at Lottie, Baton Rouge (LSU), Abbeville, Calcasieu Parish, 
liake Charles, Tallulah, Plaquemine, Vidalia and Tensas Bayou (BS). 


Lynx rufus texensis (Allen) 

Bobcat 

ITie only definite record for the occurrence of this race in Louisiana is 
^^at of an adult male specimen taken by Horace A. Hays at Kisatchie, in 
||latchitoches Parish, on December 28, 1938. Hays also examined two 
|6ther specimens killed at the same place and states that they agreed with 
|the specimen preserved by him. The collection and identification ot a 
pbbcat from Natchitoches Parish as texensis confirms the belief held for 
l^any years, namely, that the large, brightly colored animals inhabiting 
piibrthwestern Louisiana were different from the small, dark floridanus of 
Ifestern and southern Louisiana. This supposition was based upon several 
paged animals, reputedly taken in northwest Louisiana, that have come 
^ my attention from time to time during the last ten years. The occurrence 
^f a Texas race of the Bobcat in Natchitoches Parish is not surprising for 
^e mammal fauna of that area bears a much closer relationship to that 
siound in eastern Texas than to that found in the remainder of Louisiana. 


Family Sciuridae 


Tamias STRiATUS PiPiLANS new subspecies 
Eastern Chipmunk 

Type. —^Maie, adult, skin and skull; number 1377, Louisiana State Uni¬ 
versity Museum of Zoology; 5 mi. S Tunica, West Feliciana Parish, Lou- 
Siana; collected September 13, 1939, by George H. Lowery, Jr.; original 
dumber 1069. 

Distribution. —Cwitral-southern Louisiana (West Feliciana and East 
aton Rouge Parishes only) northward through central and western Mis- 
sippi, eastward to central northern Alabama. 
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Diagnosis .—The largest of the races of Tamias striaius. (greatest lengtii 
of skull averaging 43.7) and likewise the richest colored. Top of headj. 
Trout Brown washed with Russet or Clay Color; superciy^ary stripe and^ 
stripe immediately below the eye from nose to ear. Chamois to Cinnamon; 
lips and lower cheeks the same, except sometimes richer in color; narrow 
stripe from posterior corner of eye to ear, almost obsolete, but when appar¬ 
ent, a pale dusky; broad stripe from nose or face running posteriorly to 
the ear or beyond, pale Isabella Color to Brownish Olive; ears usually 
edged, with Mikado Brown; median dorsal bands. Raw Umber washed 
with pale Cinnamon-Buff, shading posteriorly into color of rump, whidi 
is usually between Mahogany, Red and Hay’s Russet; dark dorsal stripe 
black, very narrowly margined (sometimes obsoletely) with russet; lighf; 
dorsal stripe Pale Yellow-Orange to Light Orange-Yellow; feet Tawny,.- 
sometimes Ochraceous-Buff; under parts pale Cream Color, often Light: 
Ochraceous-Salmon, especially posteriorly; tail beneath, Ferruginous bor-S 
dered with fuscous and sprinkled with gray or very pale yellow. 

Comparisons. —Closest to T. s. striatus^'' from which it differs by way 
its larger size (particularly tail, total length, and greatest skull lengtti)'- 
and its much lighter coloration of the upper parts. The buffy coloration of- 
the cheeks, sides, and flanks of pipilans immediately separates it from 
striatus, in which these parts are deep Russet, Bay, or Auburn colored; the 
top of the head and the ears are much paler than in striatus, as are also;| 
the hind feet and tail. The under parts of striatus are usually creamy: 
white, whereas in pipilans these parts are frequently tinged with bufiy.;. 
Compared with T. s. venustus'.^^ easily separable on the basis of its mucl)i| 
more buffy (less grayish) coloration above and on the cheeks and flanks 
the rump is decidedly darker (Kaiser Brown in venustus). In size, pip 
averages slightly but significantly larger, particularly with respect to skuUf 
measurements. Compared with T. s. lysteri,^^ T. s. griseus,^^ and T. ^ 
rufescens:^''- coloration much daTker-(iess grayish) throughout and sk 
averaging larger. Compared with T. s. Jisheri:^^ similar in color, but o 
quite as dark; pipilans is also easily distinguishable by its much larger ^ 
which in fisheri is among the smallest of the races. Compared with T. % 


■ ''-'3 









'-m 


Tamias striatus striatus (Linnaeus). Syst. Nat., 1, ed. 10., 1758; 64. 

28 Tamias striatus venustus Bangs. Proc. Biol. Soc. Wash., 10, 1896: 137.- 
"^^Tamias striatus lysteri (Richardson), Fauna Boreali'Americana, 1, 1829: 18i 
8® Tamias striatus griseus Mearns, Bull. Araer. Mus. Nat. Hist., 3, 1891: 231 
8^ Tamias striatus rufescens Bole and Moulthrop, Scient. Publ. Clevel^d M 
Nat. Hist, 5, 1942: 130-134; - 

Tamias striatus fisheri Howell, Jour. Mamm., 6, 1925; 51. ‘ 
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ohionensis:^^ easily distinguished by its much brighter coloration through¬ 
out and by its much greater size. 

Measurements. —See Table 4, 

Remarks: ^This race appears at first somewhat intermediate between 
striatus and venustus, yet a careful analysis of its color and skull characters 
demonstrates its distinctness from either of those forms. A rather extensive 
population in the Lower Mississippi River Valley is remarkably constant 
,’in the color characters assigned above and in being larger than any pre¬ 
viously described races. HowelP* assigned specimens from Mississippi and 
central-northern Alabama to venustus, a treatment which I have been totally 
■ ■unable to comprehend. The fact is certain that they are not striatus, for they 
are not nearly so dark, but at the same time, they show less affinities with 
ithe pale, brightly colored venustus of Oklahoma to which Howell assigned 
dhem. I have had an opportunity to examine these specimens and now 
refer them without question to pipilans. Had Howell possessed the fine 
:Series of Louisiana and Mississippi specimens available to me, there is not 
/‘much doubt that he would have recognized the distinctive characteristics 
j;by which specimens from this area are easily recognized. 

I ’ A single adult specimen from Vicksburg, Mississippi, is typical pipilans, 
||iut six adults from Bolivar County, a Jocality between Vicksburg and 
|;Memphis, Tennessee, are totally unlike anything examined in the present 
|ionnection. These specimens might well represent an undescribed race, but 
:|nuch additional material needs to be obtained from northern Mississippi 
|n order to determine the significance of the variaf'on detected in the 
-Solivar County specimens. ^ 

^Specimens examined. —Total number, 43, as follows: 

' Louisiana. — West Feliciana Parish: Tunica, 5 mi S, 12; Corner, 11 ; 
aines, I; St. Francisville, 9- mi NW, 1 

/Mississippi.— County. Tunica Hills, 1; unspecified, 1. Adams 
dmnty: Foster, 1. Wmren County. Vicksburg, 2 mi S, 1. Washington 

ounty: Washington, 1 . 

Alabama. — DeKalh County. Buck’s Pocket, 6. Jackson County: Wood- 
le, 3. Tdladega County. Talladega Mt., 1. Marshal County. Gunterville, 
Cullman County. Ardell, 1. 


IS 


Tamias striatus ohionensis Bole and Moulthrop, op. cit., p. 135 - 137 . 

RevisioD of the American Chipmunks,” North Amer. Fauna No. 52, 1929: 22. 



















Measiirenient^ from Howtll {op. cit.) 

** Measurements from Bole and MouUhrop {op. cit.) 
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SCIURUS CAROLINENSIS CAROUNENSIS GMELIN 

Eastern Gray Squirrel 

I An adequate series of specimens of this species from northern Louisi- 
^ ana is at present lacking. However, seven specimens in the Louisiana 
p: State University Museum from Anacoco, and six from Lotus and Proven- 
Jpcal are clearly referable to carolinensis rather than to juliginosus. Thirty- 
^ three specimens from Chipola, Cornor, Bogalusa, Greensburg, Tunica, 
h Amite. Lindsay, McManus, Grangerville, Ointon, Holden, and Magnolia 
I Crossing near Denham Springs, localities in the Florida Parishes, are inter- 
^ mediate between carolinensis and juliginosus, but closer to the former. 

p; SaURUS CAROLINENSIS FULJGJNOSUS (BaCHMAN) 

Eastern Gray Squirrel 

Tlie acquisition of a large collection of Gray Squirrels from the southern 
I part of Louisiana demonstrates that this clearly marked race has a much 
I wider distribution in the State than previously suspected. The Louisiana 
i State University Museum has sixty-one typical examples from Toca Village, 
p Lottie, Donaldsonville, Jonesville, Gndare, Crowley, Indian Village, Er- 
winville, Port Allen, Bayou Sorrel below Plaquemine, Morgan City, Egan 
|;and Ponchatoula. Six specimens from Fanny, below New Orleans, possibly 
I'represent an undescribed race well worthy of nomenclatural recognition, 
I Although the differential characters demonstrated by this series are well 
marked and uniform, much addition material is needed in order to under- 
I stand the true significance of the variation. This is especially true in view 
I of the fact that juliginosus was described on the basis of a specimen 
|.repQte31y from New Orleans. The latter race, as currently understood, 
|-readies its maximum development in the middle and lower Atchafalaya 
I basin. Squirrels from that area have extremely dark upper parts and fre- 
Iquently brown instead of gray under parts. John Woodhouse Audubon's 
pportrait^* of the Sooty Squirrel is an excellent likeness of the prevailing 
|type of coloration found in squirrels throughout the Atchafalaya basin and 
|to which we now assign the name juliginosus. However, the critical point 
|dies m determining from a representative series just what type of squirrel 
| 0 (nirs m the immediate environs of New Orleans thereby definitely fixing 
^(fae identity of juliginosus. This will necessarily preclude any further analy¬ 
sis of the Fanny population, for the latter place is only a short distance 
gsouth of New Orleans. 


*r John James Audubon and John Bachman, The Quadrupeds of North America 
vol. 3, 1856; 240-241, plate I49, fig. 2. ’ 
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SaURUS NIGER BACHMAN I LOWERY AND DAVIS®* I 

Fox Squirrel 

The three races of the Fox Squirrel which occupy Louisiana are so 
radically distinct from one another that identification is accomplished 
without close comparison. The present race, S. n. bachmani, occurs in thei 
area east of the Mississippi River and north of Lakes Maurepas aniJ- 
Pontchartrain. Specimens have been examined from Clinton, Mandeville; 
Chipola, Nott, Enon (type locality), 10 mi. E Baton Rouge (LSU), Inde-^; 
pendence, Amite City, Mandeville, Covington, Tangipahoa, and Poncha- 
toula (TU). 4 

SclURUS NIGER SUBAURATUS BaCHMAN®® ^ 

Fox SqUIRREL 

This diminutive, orange-bellied race of the Fox Squirrel inhabits northr 
eastern, central-eastern, and south-central Louisiana where it is confined 
almost entirely to the alluvial lands of the Mississippi, Tehsas, Guachitdl 
and Atchafalaya River systems. The Louisiana State University Museum 
has specimens from Lakeland, Raccourci Island, Lottie, Indian Village, 
Toca Village, Fanny, New Iberia, Erwinville, Cinclare, Oakgrove, Tallu¬ 
lah, St. Landry Parish unspecified, Jena, Jonesville, and Valentine Lake. 
Intergrades between bachmani and subauratus have been examined from 
East Baton Rouge Parish (University, 5 mi. S) and from West Feliciana;,^ 
Parish (St, Francisviile area). , | 

■% 

SciURUS' NIGER LUDOVICIANUS CUSTIS®® 

Fox Squirrel 

The race ludovicianus is an extremely large and pale form which is 
clearly differentiated from all other subspecies of Sciurus niger. The coii^' 
plete lirhits of its distribution still remain to be worked out, but on the 
basis of the material at hand it appears to range extensively throughouf 
western Louisiana, eastern Texas and southwestern Arkansas. The Louisi^ 
ana State University Museum has an excellent series of Louisiana spedmeni^ 
from the following localities: Ashland, Lotus, Cypress, Provencal, Bell^ 
wood, Kisatchie, Oberlin, Crowley and Ruston. Four specimens from 
in Acadia Parish, are intermediate between subauratus and ludovicianus^ 
but closer to the latter. 


38 For a complete synopsis of the races of Sciurus niger in I.ouistana, cj. IxmeSfy 
and Davis, "A Revision of the Fox Squirrels of the Lower Mississippi Valley-anlda 
Texas,” Occ. Papers Mus. Zool. La. State Univ., 9, 1942: 154-172. 
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- Glaucomys volans saturatus Howell 

s' Flying Squirrel 

5 “niis Flying Squirrel occupies all of central and eastern Louisiana. In- 
7 sidTicient material is available to show where saturatus intergrades with 
iytexensis. Three specimens in the Louisiana State University Museum from 
jTBrycelaQd ate, however, somewhat intermediate, yet closer to this form 
;:lhan to texensis. Other specimens in the same collection from the Florida 
fiiParishes are typical saturatus. 

id' Glaucomys solans texensis Howell 

I Flying Squirrel 

I This race of the Flying Squirrel extends into western Louisiana and 
|,:possibIy occurs, throughout that section of the State. However, at present 
|,piily six specimens (LSU), taken by Hays at Simpson, in Vernon Parish, 
pind at Kisatchie, Provencal, and Flora, in Natchitoches Parish, are refer- 
pable to typical texensis. 

Family Geomyidae 

h Gromys brhviceps brewiceps Baird 

!f.- 

^ Louisiana Pocket Gopher®® 

I The nominate race of Geomys breviceps is known only from the type 
^ locality at Mer Rou^, in Morehouse Parish. Davis writes {loc. cit.) as 
|foIiows concerning the population of gophers at this locality: "Field work 
|m the vicinity of Mer Rouge in the Spring of 1939 revealed that Pocket 
Ipiphers occur only in the sandy area south and west of town. This sandy 
^island is surrounded by low areas of heavy, clay soils in which no 
pocket Gophers were found. Because of this it is inferred that the gophers 
in the vicinity are fairly effectively isolated. This inference is supported by 
.the melanistic trend of the coat color, the great prepalatai length, and the 
^ge auditory bullae, characters not found ... in population samples 
(from other localities." 

1.:; Geomys BREiricEps dutcheri Davis 

Louisiana Pocket Gopher 

0 Tfiis recently described {loc. cit.) Pocket Gopher occupies northwestern 
:^ouisiana and that area of the State lying between the flood plains of the 
|ed and Ouachita rivers. As indicated by Davis (loc. cit.), the Red River 

* 38 For a complete synopsis of Louisiana Pocket Gophers r/ W B Davis 
IXstribution^^d Variation of Pocket Gophers (Genus Geomys) in Southwestern 
®flited States, Texas Agri. Expt. Sta. Bull., 590, 1940: 1 - 21 . 
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itself forms no effective barrier to the dispersal of Pocket Gophers exc 
in such portions of its course where it is bordered by wide stretches 
bottom lands composed of heavy, alluvial soils. Along the upper part o. 
the Red River in Louisiana, the sandy soils extend down to the flood plai^ 
which in many instances is unusually narrow. In places, sandy soils, whi' 
Pocket Gophers prefer, actually constitute the banks of the river, Throu^ 
the agency of meander cut-offs alone, in which blocks of land are shift® 
from one side of the river to the other. Pocket Gophers may effectrveli 
spread across the river. Along the lower reaches of the Red River in Louisi 
ana, the flood plain of the river is much wider, and being composed of 
heavy silt soils, does constitute an effective barrier to the dispersal 6 | 
gophers. Specimens of this and the following race clearly demonstrate 
facts just presented. Examples of dutcheri in the Louisiana State Universi^ 
Museum which have been identified by Davis, were collected at Colfax^ 
Ruston, Eishville, and Keithville. 

GeOMYS BREVICEPS PRATl^COLUS DaVIS I 

Louisiana Pocket Gopher 

Pocket Gophers occupying die well-drained sandy soils of the coa^h 
prairie of southwestern Louisiana have been assigned by Davis (he. 
to this race. The Louisiana State University Museum has forty-three speq| 
mens from Provencal, Kisatchle, Vinton, Lake Charles, Hutton, 
Cravens, most of which were used by Davis in describing gratincoluhj 
Additional specimens have been taken at Iowa Station and Ged (USNM) 


Family Hetbromyidae 

PEROGNATHUS HISPIDUS HlSPlDUS BaIRD 

Hispid Pocket Mouse 

One of the most interesting of the many surprises which Horace A 
Hays produced in his studies of the mammals of the Natchitoches Pansfi; 
region were the four specimens of the Hispid Pocket Mouse which B 
trapped at Vowell’s Mill and Hutton (LSU). The species has not 
taken elsewhere in Louisiana, and may be confined entirely to ffie T 
deposits in northwestern Louisiana. Hays found the species in dry, 
fields. He further informs me that he obtained several other specimens 
addition to the ones listed but that they had been partially eaten by 
other animal, thus rendering them unfit for museum specimens. 
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p Family Castoridae 

. Castor canadensis carolinensis Rhoads 

Beaver 

p:: The Beaver occurs now only along the Amite and Comite Rivers and 
^leir tributaries in the western part of the Florida Parishes, where it is 
l^te common. In former times, the Beaver probably occurred throughout 
^ost of Louisiana for it is mentioned in many of the early "Travels.” As 
pate as 1850 a few were still to be found at Sicily Island, in central-eastern 
PLouisiana, as evidenced by an account by A. R. Kilpatrick in DeBotv’s 
'^eview.*° He wrote, as follows: “Beavers formerly very plentiful in this 
^untry [Catahoula Parish] . . . there are two Beaver dams on the lands 
|of Dr. Peck at this time.” 

I'-' ■ 

I' Family Cricetidae 

I ReITHRODONTOMYS HUMULIS MBRRIAMI (AlLEN) 

Eastern Harvest Mouse 

I This species of Harvest Mouse is apparently rare in Louisiana and con- 
l^ned entirely to the southern part of the State. Known Louisiana .specimens 
as follows: Baton Rouge, 5; Lake Arthur, 1; Edgerley, 1 (LSU) ; 
|Lafayette, 3 (BS) ; Hackley, 5; Mermentau, 4 (FM). 

Rkithrodontomys fulvescens aurantius (Allen) 

‘C'-' Golden Harvest Mouse 

■ This is one of the most common small mammals in Louisiana. The- 
-species is usually associated with Sigmodon in grassy fields and along fence 
rows. The Louisiana State University Museum has sixty-six specimens from 
Clinton, Cameron, Lowry, Vowell's Mill, Provencal; Clarks, Monroe, 
;Baton Rouge, Iowa, Vinton, Corner, and Many. Other specimens have 
|been collected at Avery Island, Belcher, Foster, Houma, Lafayette, Le- 
mmpte, Mer Rouge, Morgan City, Natchitoches. West Monroe (BS), 
jfermentau, Columbia (FM), Gibson (MCZ), Chenier auTigre (ANSP). 

PEROMYSCUS LEUCOPUS LEt/CO/’C//'"(RAEINESQUE) 

- Wood Mouse 

This species is apparently confined to the central and western part of the 
^ jtate, and is either rare or absent from the Florida Parishes. At present no 
specimens ace extant from the latter area. The subspecies leucopus occurs 

gv' ^Tbe Commercial Review of the South and West. Edited by J.'D. B. DeBow, 
^1852; IIA-IT}. 
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in the bottom lands along the Mississippi and Atchafalaya Rivet system^l 
and in central and south-central Louisiana, where it is locally common. 
Madison Parish, in northeastern Louisiana, the species apparently exceeds^ 
in numbers the normally more abundant P. gossypinus. Speameos hav^ 
been taken at Waverly and Gretna opposite New Orleans (LSU), Aver^| 
Island, Houma, Lafayette, Mer Rouge, Tallulah (BS), and in West Carro% 
Parish unspecified (FM). x'a 

Peromyscus leucopus brevicaudus Davis I 

Wood Mouse i| 

In describing this new race,*^ Davis predicted that specimens fro^ 
western Louisiana would probably prove referable to brevicaudus. This w^| 
later confirmed by a single adult female collected by Horace A. Hays at| 
Vowell’s Mill, in Natchitoches Parish, and which is now deposited in th( 
Louisiana State University Museum. • 


m 


Peromyscus gossypinus gossypinus (Leconte) 

Cotton Mouse i 

The Cotton Mouse is fairly common and well distributed throughoi^ 
the wooded area of Louisiana. Specimens in the Louisiana State Universi^ 
Museum from-various ..localities in the Florida Parishes average smalld 
and darker.than.specimens from other parts of the state and are assign^ 
to gossypinus. 

Peromyscus gossypinus megacephalus (Rhoads) ..]• 

Cotton Mouse i 

Specimens in the Louisiana State University Museum from Wavetl| 
Ruston, Monroe, Kisatchie, Clarks, Fishville, Bryceland and Leesville a| 
slightly larger and paler than examples from eastern Louisiana and f# 
the present are referred to this race. Much additional material is needed 
before the relationships between these two forms in Louisiana can ^ 
worked out satisfactorily. ' 

Peromyscus nuttalli aureolus (Audubon and Bachman) j 

Golden Mouse m 

The Golden Mouse appears to be locally distributed in Louisiana, aM 
apparently nowhere common. The number of preserved specimens is; 
small that the taxonomic position of the populations inhabiting Louisk 




W'- 


W. B. Davis, A New Peromyscus From Texas, Ore. Papers Mus. Zool. 
State Umv., 2, 1939: 13-14. 
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^not be worked out at present. E. A. Goldman has recently examined 
this material for me and advises me {in lict.) that the seven specimens in 
le Field Museum from Columbia and Hackley, and the one specimen in 
pie Louisiana State University Museum from Jackson, .should be referred 
provisionally to aureolus. Goldman indicates further that this material 
;raay well represent an undescribed race, characterized in part by being paler 
in colocation than either aureolus or flammeus.*^ A single specimen taken 
iby me a number of years ago at Ruston, in extreme northern Louisiana, was 
^identified as an example of ftammeus by Golraan when he described 
■fliat race. However, in view of the confused status of our knowledge of 
is mouse in Louisiana, I consider it inadvisable to recognize two forms 
in the present check-list. 

Oryzomys palustris texensis Allen 
f:. Rice Rat 

■ TTie Rice Rat is widely and abundantly distributed throughout most of 
Louisiana. Specimens from the same locality show a wide variation in 
folor. Some specimens are quite black on the back, others are lighter and 
^ayer, and some incline toward reddish. Two small series from Breton 
Sod Blush Islands, belonging to the Chicago Academy of Sciences and 
Examined in the present connection, are slightly differentiated from main¬ 
land specimens, as is also a small series in the Louisiana State University 
Museum from Grand Isle. E. A. Goldman has kindly compared our speci- 
fe«is with those in the Biological Surveys collection and has advised re- 
jerring all Louisiana specimens to texensis, pending the receipt of addition¬ 
al material to determine the constancy of the variations noted in the 
iarious island populations. 

SiGMODon mspiDUs hispidus Say and Ord 
Cotton Rat 

This race of the Cotton Rat is abundant throughout all of Louisiana 
pt the northwestern part of the State where it is replaced by the fol- 
wing subspecies. The Louisiana State University Museum has eighty-five 
mens of hispidus from Baton Rouge, Burtville, Alexandria,'Clarks, 
ew Orleans, Monroe, Iowa, Cameron, and Elton. The specimens from 
'Wa and Cameron might be expected to approach texianus ; however, such 
not tile case. 


Peromyscus nuttalli flammeus Goldman, Proc. Biol. Soc. Wash'., 54, I94l: 
191. 
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SiGMODON HISPIDUS TEXIAPiUS (AUDUBON AND BaCHMAN) 

Cotton Rat 

Seventeen specimens in the Louisiana State University Museum fro^ 
Kisatchie, Vowell’s Mill, Many and Leesville, in western and northwe 
Louisiana, are dearly referable as a series to this race, although soiif 
specimens are intermediate in certain characters toward hispidus. 

l^EOTOMA FLORIDANA RUBIDA BANGS 

Wood Rat 

I have recently examined typical examples of this race from New Or^ 
leans, Morgan City, Franklin, Houma and Leeville (below Golden MeaW 
dow) (LSU). Other specimens which have not been studied in the preseni 
connection but which are surely referable to ruhida have been collected 
Avery Island (CAS), Gibson (including the type) and Burbridge (MCZ| 

NEOTOMA FLORJDAHA ILLINOENSIS HoWELL 

. 

Wood Rat 

The acquisition by the Louisiana State University Museum of fiftecb 
adult Wood Rats from localities in northern Louisiana reveals the necessi 
of extending the range of ilUnoensis into that section of the State. Gold 
man*® apparently considered following this treatment many years ago, btl| 
at that time he had only three specimens at his disposal, which he hnall; 
referred provisionally to rubida. I have recently compared specimens from 
Kisatchie, Provencal, Bryceland, Fishville and Tallulah with topcjty 
and near topotypes of both ruhida and ilUnoensis. Tliese northern Louisiana 
specimens agree closely with ilUnoensis in coat color, and in having dis 
tinctly bicolored tails. Also their skulls are definitely like ilUnoensis 
that the zygomata are more squarely spread anteriorly with the sides mo 
nearly parallel than in ruhida. Three specimens from Erwinville, Lottie 
Baton Rouge (14 mi. E) (LSU) are dfficult to place. The specimens f 
the first two localities are apparently closer to rubida, but the Baton R 
specimens cannot be distinguished from certain examples of illinoe 
Apparently an understanding of the relationships of these two forms 
south-central Louisiana must await the receipt of much additional material 


^3 “Revision of the Wood Rats of the Genus NeotoinaL," North Amer. 
No. 31, .1910v 23-24. 
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MicRorus LUDoviciANus Bailey 
Louisiana Meadow Mouse 


'..The Louisiana Meadow Mouse is today the enigma without equal of 
•niisiana mammalogy. The species was described in 1900 by Vernon 
iley, who obtained twenty-six specimens at Iowa, in Calcasieu Parish. 
iLater, in 1905, Bailey recorded a specimen taken by Hollister at Sour 
ake, Texas. To my knowledge the species has not been collected since 
at time. During the past ten years, I have spent many nights at Iowa 
nd in the surrounding area trapping for small mammals in hopes of 
ring Microtus ludovicianus, yet so far without success. Although no 
:ord has be^ kept of the actual number of traps set near Iowa during 
is period, the total would probably exceed 1,200. On several occasions 
rior to his death, 1 discussed the matter with Mr. Bailey and obtained 
rpm him first-hand information regarding his capture of the type series, 
pis advice and suggestions were later carried out in the field but still 
iio meadow mice were obtained. Trapping near Iowa is by no means un¬ 
profitable, for a single night’s catch usually includes large numbers of Sig- 
odon and Oryzomys and usually a few Reithrodontomys. 

PSTYMYS PINETORUM AURICULARIS (BaILEY) 

•ui Pine Mouse 

■'•The Pine Mouse is apparently rare and locally distributed in Louisiana, 
.even specimens are known to have been taken within the borders of the 
'ate: two were secured by Howell at Mansfield (B$), two by Heller at 
olumbia (FM), and the Louisiana State University Museum has two 
Bryceland and five from Baton Rouge. 

f 'L . 

f.:. Ondatra zibethicus RiyAiicnis (Bangs) 

Muskrat 

'Lhe Muskrat occurs principally in the coastal marshes of southern Lou- 
ana, where several million specimens are taken annually by trappers.•'^ 
iwever, the species is not uncommon in the fresh-water lakes around 
l^n Rouge, from which the Louisiana State University Museum has 
enty-four specimens. The taxonomy and nomenclature of the Louisiana 
iuskrat has been discussed in a paper by Davis and Lowery,*® from which 
e following quotation is taken: "Because of the obvious close affinity of 


,«See Table 3. 

.•^5 "The Systematic Status of the Louisiana Muskrat,’’ Jour. of Marnm., 21, 
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zibethicus and rivalkius, the complete lack of trenchant cranial diffeteno 
the fact that actual geographic intergradation between the two forms 
shown by the specimens at Baton Rouge, it seems best to reduce rivdidu^ 
to its original status of subspecific rank.” 


m: 

B.- 


Family Myocastoridae | 

Myocastor cofpus (Molina) ; 

COYPU 

The Coypu (also called "Nutria” and "Swamp Beaver”) has b 
introduced into Louisiana by E. A. Mclllhenny, of Avery Island. Eig 
pairs of this giant rat, which somewhat resembles externally the natiy 
Beaver except for the rounded instead of fiat tail, were imported | 
Mcllhenny from Argentina during the winter of 1937. The animak w€ 
originally kept in an especially constructed enclosure at Avery IslaQ' 
where they reproduced proiifically. Approximately fifty or sixty pai 
•w'ere reported released at that place, from which apparently they ha 
emigrated considerable distances. Mcllhenny further informs me (/g 
litt., August 13, 1943) that trappers have taken these animals in all par^ 
of Iberia Parish, and that he has heard of others being captured at Morg; 
City, Marsh Island, Chenier au Tigre, Pecan Island, Lake Arthur, and i 
the marsh along the Sabine River near Toomy. There remains no dou 
that Coypiis are now established as part of the mammal fauna of th 
marshes of southern Louisiana. Time will tell whether the species wii 
continue to flourish in this new, although apparently not unsuitable habit^i 
Likewise, the desirability of introducing this exotic mammal into an ec 
logical nitch already occupied by the valuable and well-adapted natiy 
muskrat remains to be shown. Mcllhenny believes, on the basis of studh 
made at Avery Island, that the Coypu does not compete with the Mus 
and that in time the animal will develop into a tremendous econo 
asset.^® 

Specimens in the Louisiana State University Museum, consisting of 
skin and skull and two miscellaneous skulls taken by trappers at Mor; 
City and Abbeville, are probably referable to the race bonariensis s 
they possess characters ascribed to that race, and since th^ were probab 
derived from Argentine stock. 


ii'- 


For an account of introductions of this species into France, c/. Glover ■ 
Allen, "Extinct and Vanishing Mammals of the Wesrern Hemisphere," Amer. Co 
mittee for International Wild Life Protection, Special Publ. No. 11, 1942: 386. 
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ft-' - Family Muridae 

i : Mus MuscuLus DOMEsricus Rutty^^ 

■ 

House Mouse 

^.Ernst Schwarz has recently examined fifty-two specimens of House Mice 
Louisiana which are deposited in the Louisiana State University 
p'useum. He makes the following statement {in litt.) with respect to the 
gies: The mice in Louisiana are a mixed group made up of domesticus 
^narily, but also with a definite percentage of brevtrostris. Hybrids are 
^ uncommon, although the majority of the material at hand can be re¬ 
ared to one or the other of the two .subspecies. Ecological segregation 
^ds to restrict brevirostris to the open and dotne.tiicus to houses and their 
p^borhood. However, this segregation is not complete.” Specimens from 
^ton Rouge, Kisatchie, Vowell’-s Mill, Provencal, Monroe, and Many 
pe labeled by Schwarz as typical examples of this race. Two specimens 
gin Baton Rouge were designated as hybrids between domesticus and 


ihnrostris. 


Mus MUSCULUS BREVIROSTRIS WaTERHOUSE^^ 

f House Mouse 

|ii the material referred to above as having been identified by Schwarz, 
ly eleven spedraens from Baton Rouge, Provencal and Grand Isle were 
^ idered typical examples of tins subspecies. The preponderance of the 
^esticus type in Louisiana is, according to Schwarz (in Hit.), to be ex- 
^ed because of the early French settlement of this general area. 






fY Rattus rattus rattus (Linnaeus)’‘s 

I', Introduced House Rat 

|Phis race of Rattus rattus, usually referred to as the "Black Rat,” is ap- 
gntly very rare in Louisiana at present, although in former years it may 
'I been more prevalent, especially prior to the establishment of Rattus 
'us norvegicus. Rodent control men in New Orleans inform me that 
kional solid black” rats are obtained by them in that city. W, H. 
p reports the previous occurrence of the race at Baton Rouge, but 
pas me that he has not seen one during the last ten or fifteen years. 


For-a synopsis of the wild and commensal stocks of Mm mmculus, cf. Schwarz 
^chwaiz. Jour. Mamm., 24, 1943: 59-72. 

iCf. Ernst Schwarz, "Notes on Commensal Rats,” Amer. Jour. Trap. Med., 22, 
"Identification of Domestic Rats of Medical Importance,” 
Guide to Med. Protozoology and Helminthology, Appendix A, 
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lUrrm rattvs norkegjcos (Berkenhout) 

Introduced House Rat 

Specimens of this race have been taken only at Baton Rouge ancbN 
Ottn^LV is not much doubt but that .t occurs ,n most of , 

larger towns throughout the State. 

RArrus RATTUS ALEXA^DRmvs (Geoffroy) 

Introduced House Rat 

The Louisiana State University Museum has 
from Kisatchie, in Natchitoches P^nsih^n^ 
did not find mt«s rattus norvegtcus during his sm y 
Natchitoches Parish, which according to SchwaK ? ,| 

factor accounting for the presence of alexandnms m that locality. 

Rattus rattus frugivorus Rafinesque u 

Introduced House Rat . < 

This white-bellied race of Raltus ratm is apparently prevailing f| 

Rouffe Provencal, Monroe, Kisatchie, and New Orleans typ 
“f; Z race Whereas rnttus and dexandrims do not occur .g 
3 ly in the presence of nofvegkus, frugivorus appMently *™es ‘ucj 

floors and basements. 

Family Leporidae I 

SyLVILAGUS FLORIDANUS ALACER (BaMGS) J 

Eastern Cottontail i 

The Cottontail is abundant and wide-spread throughout ImuisJ 

Specimens have been collected at ", 

Columbia. Hackley (FM), Chenier au Tigre (ANSP), 4i 
Island ’Ced. Pass a Loutre (CAS). Point amt I-<>“P^Sprw “ 
(MCZ) Madisonville, Rayne. Lake Catherine (AM) Ave^ k 
Alexandria, Belcher, Foster, Haughton. Uke Catherine, 

4r Rouge. Natchitoches. Perry. Po.nte aux Ixiups Sp,| 

Rayne and Cartville (BS) i 
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SyLVILAGUS AQUATICUS AQUATICUS (BaCHMAN) 

Swamp Rabbit 

iihe large Swamp Rabbit occurs commonly throughout ail of Louisiana, 
^mens of the interior race, aquaticus, have been examined in the pres- 
t iajnnection from Leesville, Provencal, Lakeland, Lottie, Baton Rouge, 
efnpetet and Egan (LSU). 

SYLVILAGUS AQUATICUS LITTORALIS NEI.SON 

Swamp Rabbit 

i.T^iis race of the Swamp Rabbit is apparently restricted to a narrow 
stal belt, nearly, if not entirely, within the upper limits of tidewater, 
imens from Cameron and Pilottown (LSU) are typical in that they 
darker and redder rumped than interior specimens. 

Family Cervidae 

OdOCOILEUS VIRGINIAHUS LOUISIANAE (G. M. AlLBN) 

White-tailed Deer 

piis deer ranges throughout the interior parts of the State although it 
i^ecidedly more abundant in the heavily wooded bottom lands, particu- 
|y in northeastern and central Louisiana. In some sections of eastern 
3 western Louisiana the species is now rare or absent, The race louisi- 
is a large form and is clearly separable from the small deer found 
the coast of Louisiana. 


ODOCOILBUS VIRGINIANUS MCIl.HENNYI F. W. MllLBR 
White-tailed Deer 

ince the exact distribution of the races of deer in the Lower Mississippi 
ey and Gulf Coast region is understood so poorly and since the Louisi- 
State University Museum has such a small amount of material available 
resent, no special attempt has been made to draw a line of demarkation 
^ the two forms known to occur within the State. Pending the 
ication of a complete revision of the White-tailed Deer promised by 
1 and Kellogg,^* the use of the name mcilhennyi for the small- 
large-footed race occupying the coastal area of southern Louisiana 
ed. This is, I understand, the treatment which Goldman and Kel- 
intend to follow. 

^froc. Biol. Soc. Wash., 54, 1941; 189. 
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Family Bovidae 'I 

Bison bison (Linnaeus) . 5 

Bison J 

Voluminous evidence exists telative to the extensive occurra^e of | 
Bison throughout most of Louisiana up to and during *e p“od oj ^ 
French conation. Many of the early French explorers (Bienville." Ib| 
ville.»i Dumont de Montigny," Jolliet," Bossu." and others) menho| 
- the Bison in that part of the Louisiana Territory now known as Louisia^ 
They called the animal the boei^f salvage or sometimes simply ag 

described its great abundance and its importance as ^ ™ 

clothing, and other miscellaneous items. During the last of the s^enteeS 

and first of the eighteenth centuries, vast numbers of Bison, which ,, 
part of the Southern Herd," ranged extensively across northern Lomsiai 
Lo the southeastern part of the State. The Bayou Terre Boeuf sect,one 
St Bernard and Plaquemines Parishes, in southeastern Louisiana, w.as,| 
named because of the great numbers of Bison that spent the mon 

there." De Remonville," writing on December 10 1697, d“«ibM.| 
country around New Orleans and mentioned the abundance of buffa| 
in that area. He wrote; "We could also draw from 
of buffalo hides every year, as the plains and forest ate filkd with *e| 
mals ’• That the Bison once occurred within the environs of Baton Roug 
evidenced by the interesting account of Penicaut," who wrote in 1713,; 


w 


so Pierre Mai-giy, Dicemertes et S-stablissements des Fran(ah 
le sud de I’Amerique Septentrionde (1614-17W. ..V ih' 

^•journal cf M 1 Ku (Februfrry 1 to May 8^ 170^, 
and notes from a manuscript in the Newberry Library by Kuth Lapham Butler,^ 

Caxlon Club. Chicago, 1934; 53, 65. j^aiiiane- - 

BZButel Dumont de Mdhtigny. Memories Hfsforiques sur la Louis,an^ 
Paris, 1753. Chap. 13: 74 (from a translation by Olma Blanchard in mimeos 
form’in the Louisiana State University Library). i; 

53 Pierre Margry, ibid., 1779. 1: 265. . - i- 

54 N Bossu. Travels Through that Part of North Amenca Formerly G 

Louisiana. Translation from French by John Reinhold For.t«^ London, 1 
355-356 (original account written at New Orleans .n June, 1762). ^. 

55 William T. Hornaday, "The Extermination of the American Bison, Repi 

the U S. Nat. Mus., 1887: 367. -i 

56 Stanley C. Arthur. "Fur Animals of Louisiana," Depr. of Conservation,: 

"Memok Addressed to Count de Pontchartrain," Hist. Coll, of Loutstam 
Florida by B. F. French, new series. New York 1869: 2-3. . -. 

58 "Annals of Louisiana from 1698-1722, ihid., p. 47. _ . - 
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►Hows: "We ascended the Mississippi to Pass Manchac [Bayou Manchac], 
ere we killed ei^t more buffaloes, and as many deer.” The Bison evi¬ 
lly became rare or absent in southern Louisiana soon after the middle 
die eighteenth century. As a matter of fact, the latest record of the 
rence of the animal anywhere in the State is apparently the account 
[f'H. Bry®® in a geographical and historical treatise on the Ouachita River 
:^on. This author wrote as follows: "The last buffalo seen in the neigh- 
hood of Fort Miro [the present site of Monroe] was killed in 1803." 




Family Dasypodidae 


7in 


■A 


DaSYPUS NOVEMCINCTUS MEXICANUS PETERS^® 

Nine-banded Armadillo 
The Armadillo first appeared in Louisiana some time immediately prior 
1925. Since that time it has become extremely abundant throughout the 
^ le fiats of southwestern Louisiana. The species also occurs commonly in 
(^ prairies and wooded uplands of most of western Louisiana. Further- 
e, it appears not infrequently east of the Mississippi River in the 
rida Parishes, but in this area the species has not yet become fully estab- 
ed. The Louisiana State University Museum has specimens from Lake 
arles, Egan, Hutton, Kisatchie and Provencal. 


Family Trichechidae 

TriCHBCHUS MANATUS LATIROSTRIS (HaRLAN) 

American Manatee 

■Apparently there are only two definite records for the occurrence of the 
teatee in Louisiana or waters adjacent, both of which are cited by 
lilntef.^'^ One is that of a skull taken from a dead animal in Calcasieu 
:e, during January, 1929, by Stanley C. Arthur, and now deposited in 
U. S. National Museum.®^ The other record is that of a skull and other 
ellaneous parts of the skeleton found in Cow Bayou, near the town 
Bayside, Texas, during July, 1928. This bayou empties into Sabine 




m 


"Loutsiaaa Ouachita Region,” De Bow's Review. The Commercial Review of 
Zoutb and West. Edited by J. D. B. De Bow, 3, 1847: 226. 

For the use of this name, of- Ued Hollister, Jour. Mamm., 6, 1925; 60. 

)"Occurrence of the Manatee in the United States, with Records from Texas.” 
Mamm., 22 , 1941: 60-64. 

A complete account of this Manatee written by Mr. Arthur appeared in the 
Orleans Item-Tribune on September 15, 1929. Dynamite blastings by an oil 
j pMty was suggested as the cause of the animal’s death. 
























iGDllE 5. Reproduction of poorly made photograph showing a section of the Gulf 
1 th near the mouth of Bayou Lafourche and part of the forty-nine Blackfish 
■hbicephahi ventricosa) which were stranded there following the hurricane of 
ll^sl 5, 1940. 
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Family Balaenopteridae 


guhe 4. Reproduction of an old photograph which originally appeared in the 
'’cw Orleans Times-Picayune showing dead whale found on Pelican Island, Louisi- 
a, on February 13. 1917. The animal measured sixty-four feet in length and was, 
^‘^ithoiit much doubt, a member of the Finback group of the genus Balaenoptera. 


Lake which forms part of the western boundary bdiween Louisiana- a 
Texas, and for this reason there seems to be ample justification for c 
sidering it among "waters adjacent to Louisiana.” The Manatee is do 
less very rare on the northern shores of the Gulf of Macico.®* Jtidgi. 
from what we know of the effect of cold weaHier on the south Flori 
population of Manatees, we would not expect the frecjuent occurrec 
of the species farther north where the temperature during certain parts 
• the winter averages considerably colder, 


BALAEmPTERA SP. 

Finback Whale 
At least two and possibly three Finback Whales have been foi 
stranded in Louisiana coastal waters. Unfortunately, such skeletal 
and photographs that are now available do not permit positive identi: 
tion. Remington Kellogg has recently examined this material and. 
advised that all three whales be included here simply under the geric'i 
designation. The dates, localities, and other data pertaining to the 
whales are as follows: 


1916. Isle Derniere (= Last Island and Lost Island). Part of i 

bone of this animal is now on display in Audubon Park, Ne 
Orleans. Other parts of the skeleton which were salvaged by; ' 
late A. M. Dupont, of Houma, and the late Gus Labarre, 
Paincourtville, have apparently been lost; Some question 
relative to whether this uarticular whale was found in 191' 

1916 . Fragmentary records supplied by the Louisiana State 
seum, in New Orleans, give the date as 19r6. 

1917 . Pelican Island. The carcass of this whale was examined and 

ured by Robert Glenk and Percy Viosca, representing the 
ana State Museum. No skeletal parts were saved, althdu 
photograph (See Figure 4) was taken and a descriptive ac 
published in the New Orleans Times-Picayune on Februar 

1917 . The total length of the animal was given as 64 feet 

?1921. Bayou Bruleau { = Bayou Beauregard, a cut across Mendica 
land, in Barataria Bay near Grand Isle), Three whale ver: 
were dug from the sand along the beach at this locality. .0 
the vertebrae is located now in the Bayou Rigaud Store 
Isle; what became of tlie other two is not known. KeHog 

6 ^^ Cf~Glover M. Allen, "Extinct and Vanishing Mammals of the W 
Hemisphere,” Amer. Committee for International Wild Life Protection, Spe 
Publication No. 11, 1942: 545. 
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examined photographs and detailed measurements of the remain 
ing vertebra and states that it belongs, without muA doubt, to‘" 
member of the genus Balaenoptera. The possibility easts ft 
these vertebrae were part of the Pelican Island whale of 1917^ ;f 
the mouth of Barataria Bay is only a comparatively short d^" 
from Pelican Island. The whale from the latter place is defim 
known to have been washed back into the Gulf by excessn 
high tides soon after it was visited by Glenk and Viosca. 

. The Louisiana State University Museum has a single blade of bal 
identified by Kellogg as probably having come from a specimen of 
optera physalus (Linnaeus). This blade of baleen was reputedly taken fro^T 
a whale washed ashore on one of the channel islands situated off the cO; 
of Mississippi and southeastern Louisiana during or about 1928. Tfi. 
specimen was originally sent to the Louisiana State Museum in New Oi 
leans, but no information was recorded concerning the whale and i| 
attempts to trace it at this time have failed. 


. \ 

Family Delphinidae 

Tursiops truncatus (Montague) 

Bottle-nosed Dolphin 

This is the common dolphin or porpoise which inhabits the coast 
waters ofv Louisiana, being noted individually or in small schools on ft 
quent occasions just offshore in the Gulf and in the larger bays and iol 
Dolphins, presumably of this species, are also not infrequently seen co^ 
siderabZe distances up the various rivers which empty directly into 
Gulf. The animal has been thus observed in Lake Charles, through whi 
the Calcasieu River passes, at New Orleans on the Mississippi River, afi] 
below Golden Meadow in Bayou Lafourche. The Louisiana State Universj 
Museum has a skull of this species from Timbalier Island, another ft 
Port Eads, and two skulls (one with nearly complete skeleton) fromG 
Isle. ' 

The Long-snouted Dolphin {Stenella plagiodon), which is som 
spotted, has been recorded from Florida and Texas, and therefore,- sh' 
occur off die coast of Louisiana. "Spotted Dolphins” which have been 
on numerous occasions twelve to twenty miles offshore from the moi^ 
the Mississippi River may or may not represent this speaes. Until a ^ 
or some other identifiable skeletal part of one of these animals is obtain' 
the species is best omitted from the list of mammals known to oanir will 
the State or waters adjacent to, it. 
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r. GLOBICEPHALA I^NTRICOSA (LACfiPEDE)®^ 

Blackfish; Pilot Whale 

On August 5, 1940, a storm of hurricane intensity swept along the 
nttal Louisiana coast accompanied by high tides which completely inun- 
ed many of the coastal islands. Following the abatement of the hurri- 
e, forty-nine Blackfish were discovered dead along the beach near the 
outh of Bayou Lafourche. Through the cooperation of the Gulf Oil 
dmpany in allowing the use of one of their boats, I was able to make 
brief visit to the scene on August 19- By that time, the whales were 
Jiy buried in the sand and in an advanced state of decomposition, 
easureraents and photographs were made and the head of one of the 
itiimals removed for preparation as a museum specimen, which is now in 
e Louisiana State University Museum. Twelve specimens measured (in 
’^t) as follows: 18,5, 13-3, 11.5, 11.0, 10,0, 14.0, 9-1, 7.5, 9-4, 8.0, 7.5, 
3. One can only speculate on the manner in which catastrophe overtook 
is fine school of Blackfish. Apparently they were driven close to shore 
fte powerful tides and winds and were then left stranded there helpless 
l^hen the waters receded. As far a.s I know, the skull mentioned above is 
only definite specimen of this species extant from the northern shores 
U the Gulf of Mexico. 


f^Globicephala venlrkosa (Lacijp(^de). Hist. Nat. C6tac^s, p. xliii. (based on 
|raall Grampus, Hunter, Philos. Trans. London, vol. 77, pj. 5. fig. 2 , 1787.) 












